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Q1.

Very few incorrect answers here although 3800 was a common error.

Q2.

This conversion question had a variety of ways of approaching it but most students went down one of
two routes: converting Paris and Geneva prices to pounds or converting the London price to both
Euros and Swiss Francs. The former method generally led to three marks and the latter was either one
or three marks depending on whether the student made the correct choice of London. The student
who gained no marks did not know how to deal with the conversions correctly.

Q3.

This question was accessible to almost all students with the modal mark being 4 out of 6.
Most students gained at least two marks on part (a). They were able to list the numbers correctly in
the various sections of the Venn diagram but the commons errors seen were a failure to use labels or
to place the remaining numbers in the universal set correctly.
Students who performed best wrote out all potential values and ticked them off to ensure all were
included in the Venn diagram.
Part (b) was generally well answered with most students able to follow through their Venn diagram
correctly.

Q4.

A good proportion of students achieved the mark for rounding, but it is clear that a large number of
students do not understand what rounding to decimal places means. Common errors included
rounding or truncating to 2 decimal places and many moved the decimal point rather than rounding
at all, or added three zeros to the end.

Q5.

Students generally made good attempts at part (a) with many achieving full marks. The main
stumbling block to a successful outcome was an inability to use the exchange rate appropriately to
deal with the two currencies. The majority of those that attempted a conversion chose to change
from dollars into pounds, which was not surprising as the question asked for the answer to be given in
pounds. A few changed £1500 into dollars and found the total cost in dollars before converting it into
pounds. The majority of students gained the first two marks for finding the total cost of the hotel room
($2744) and the total cost of the Wi-Fi ($60). Those that realised they needed to divide by 1.90 to
change dollars into pounds often did so at this stage. A common mistake was to add 2744, 60 and
1500 and divide the total by 1.90. Those who decided to deal with the currency conversion as the first
step and changed $196 and $5 into pounds were more likely to have an answer affected by rounding
errors. When attempting to change dollars into pounds a common mistake was to multiply by 1.90
and some students even multiplied by 0.90.
In part (b) a few students thought that having fewer dollars to £1 would have no effect on the total
cost of Andy's holiday. The majority of the students, however, were split between those who thought
it would be cheaper and those who thought it would be more expensive. Success in this part did not
appear to depend on the number of marks gained in part (a).

Q6.

Predictably a minority of students mixed up units, and used exchange rates incorrectly (usually by
dividing instead of multiplying or vice versa). Of those who did so correctly, many then performed an
incorrect subtraction, for example finding the difference between 2.90 euros and £2.50
Students who failed to provide the correct monetary units with their numerical answer lost the final
mark.
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Q7.

Many students scored 3 of the 4 marks in part (a) for correctly placing the eight numbers in sets A, B
and C. Common mistakes included writing 20 and/or 8 in more than one region and writing three 8s
in the intersection of all three sets. The outside region, (A ∪ B ∪ C)' , proved to be much more
problematic. It was very common to see either no numbers at all in this region or duplicates of numbers
that had already been placed inside the circles or all numbers listed. It should be emphasised to
students that each number in the universal set should appear just once in a Venn diagram.
In part (b) many students scored one mark for the correct denominator of 12 or for a denominator
(usually 8) that followed through correctly from their Venn diagram. Common incorrect denominators
were 25 and 11. A correct numerator was seen less frequently and it was evident that many students
were unable to identify the region A ∩ B .

Q8. A sizeable number of students made no attempt at this question and it was rare to see a fully correct
answer. However, many students were able to state at least one bound (either 4.755 or 4.765) and
were rewarded with one mark out of the two marks available. Where inequality signs were used by
students, and this was not very common, they were often used incorrectly.
MarkScheme.
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